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HOUSE BI LL 2182

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Hudgins, Schual -Berke, MDernott, Cody, Upthegrove
and Sant os

Read first tinme 02/12/2007. Referred to Comm ttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to creating nore uniformdistricting requirenents
for large and small port districts; anmending RCW 53.12.010 and
53.12.021; and adding a new section to chapter 53.12 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA53.12.010 and 2002 ¢ 51 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1)(a) The powers of the port district shall be exercised through
a port comm ssion consisting of three or, when permtted or required by
this title, five nenbers. Every port district ((that—+s—net

e—+more)) shall be divided into the sane nunber of conm ssioner
districts as there are conm ssioner posi tions, each having
approxi mately equal population, unless provided otherw se under
subsection (2) of this section. Were a port district wth three
comm ssioner positions is coextensive with the boundaries of a county
that has a popul ation of |ess than five hundred thousand and the county
has three county legislative authority districts, the port conm ssioner
districts shall be the county legislative authority districts. In
other instances where a port district is divided into conm ssioner

p. 1 HB 2182



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwwWwMNDNDNMDNDNMNMNDNMDDNMNDNMNMNMNMDNMNEPRPPRPEPRPERPRPPRPERPRPRERPPRPRE
0O N O A W NPEFP O OOWwNOD O P WNEPEOOOWOOWwWNOO O owDNDER.Oo

districts, the port commssion shall divide the port district into
comm ssioner districts unless the conm ssioner districts have been
descri bed pursuant to RCW53.04.031. The conmm ssioner districts shal
be altered as provided in chapter 53.16 RCW

(b) Conm ssioner districts subject to the provisions of (a) of this
subsection shall ((be—used—as—Ffollows)) neet the followng
requi renents: (((8))) (i) Only a registered voter who resides in a
conmm ssioner district may be a candidate for, or hold office as, a
comm ssioner of the comm ssioner district; and ((&b)y)) (ii) only the
voters of a conmm ssioner district may vote at a primary to nom nate
candi dates for a comm ssioner of the comm ssioner district. Voters of
the entire port district may vote at a general election to elect a
person as a comm ssioner of the conm ssioner district.

(2)(a) In port districts with five commssioners, two of the
comm ssioner districts may include the entire port district if approved
by the voters of the district either at the tinme of formation or at a
subsequent port district election at which the issue is proposed
pursuant to a resolution adopted by the board of comm ssioners and
delivered to the county auditor.

(b) I'n a port district with five conm ssioners, where two of the
comm ssioner districts include the entire port district, the port
district my be divided into five comm ssioner districts if proposed
pursuant to a resolution adopted by the board of comm ssioners or
pursuant to a petition by the voters and approved by the voters of the
district at the next general or special election occurring sixty or
nore days after the adoption of the resolution. A petition proposing
such an increase nust be submtted to the county auditor of the county
in which the port district is |ocated and signed by voters of the port
district at least equal in nunber to ten percent of the nunber of
voters in the port district who voted at the | ast general election.

Upon approval by the voters, the conm ssioner district boundaries
shall be redrawn into five districts within one hundred twenty days and
submtted to the county auditor pursuant to RCW 53.16.015. The new
comm ssioner districts shall be nunbered one through five and the three
i ncunbent comm ssioners representing the three forner districts shall
represent conmm ssioner districts one through three. The two at |arge
i ncunbent comm ssioners shall represent conmm ssioner districts four and
five. If, as aresult of redrawing the district boundaries nore than
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one of the incunbent conmssioners resides in one of the new
conmm ssioner districts, the commssioners who reside in the sane
comm ssioner district shall determine by lot which of the nunbered
conmi ssioner districts they shall represent for the remainder of their
respective terns.

Sec. 2. RCW53.12.021 and 1994 c 223 s 82 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any ((tess—than—ecounty—wde)) port district that uses comm ssioner
districts may cease using conm ssioner districts as provided in this
section.

A ball ot proposition authorizing the elimnation of comm ssioner
districts shall be submtted to the voters of a ((}ess—thanr—ecounty—
whde)) port district that is divided into comm ssioner districts if (1)
a petition is submtted to the port conmm ssion proposing that the port
district cease wusing conmssioner districts, that is signed by
regi stered voters of the port district equal in nunber to at |east ten
percent of the nunber of voters who voted at the |last district general
el ection; or (2) the port conm ssioners adopt a resolution proposing
that the port district cease using comm ssioner districts. The port
comm ssion shall transfer the petition or resolution imediately to the

county auditor who shall, when a petition is submtted, review the
signatures and certify its sufficiency. A ballot proposition
authorizing the elimnation of commssioner districts shall be

submtted at the next district general election occurring sixty or nore
days after a petition with sufficient signatures was submtted. If the
bal | ot proposition authorizing the port district to cease using
conmmi ssioner districts is approved by a sinple mgjority vote, the port
district shall cease using conm ssioner districts at all subsequent
el ections.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 53.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Every port district with a population of one mllion or nore
shal | have five conm ssioners, shall be divided into five conm ssi oner
districts of approximtely equal population, and shall be subject to
the requirenents of RCW53.12.010(1)(b), except as otherw se provided
in this chapter.
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(2) If a port district with a population of one mllion or nore on
or after the effective date of this act is not in conpliance wth the
requi renments of subsection (1) of this section, the port comm ssioners
who are holding office in that port district shall:

(a) Retain their positions for the remainder of their ternms and
until their successors are elected and qualified; and

(b) Assune office in accordance with RCW 29A. 20. 040.

(3) The port comm ssioners shall divide the port district into five
conmi ssioner districts prior to the first day of June in the year in
whi ch the next regular election for comm ssioner shall be held. The
new conm ssioner districts shall be nunbered one through five and shal
be represented by the incunbent conm ssioners. If, as a result of
drawing the district boundaries nore than one of the incunbent
comm ssioners resides in one of the new comm ssioner districts, the
conm ssioners who reside in the same conm ssioner district shal
determine by lot which of the comm ssioner districts they shal
represent for the remainder of their respective terns.

(4) If additional comm ssioners nust be elected to increase the
nunmber of comm ssioners to five, the procedures of RCW53.12. 130 shal
be foll owed.

--- END ---
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